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“Man dead after contaminated water 
used in dialysis 
• Man died after accidentally receiving chemicals while 

undergoing dialysis
• …routine flush was being done.  …wrong valve was opened 

and instead of peracetic and hydrogen peroxide being 
flushed out of the system it went into the line that was 
circulating through the dialysis equipment

• Mistake was noticed within minutes, …water supply was 
immediately turned off

•National Research Council (US) Committee on Acute 
Exposure Guideline Levels.

•Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 2010.
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Outcomes

•4 patients stable after recovering
•1 died
•“when we did the research, it said it causes 
sunburn….”
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Peracetic Acid
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Effects of Peracetic Acid
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Peracetic Acid

•Corrosive/irritating to the eyes, mucous membranes of 
the respiratory tract, and skin

•It causes lacrimation, extreme discomfort, and irritation 
to the upper respiratory tract in human beings after 
exposure to concentrations as low as 15.6 mg peracetic 
acid/m³ (5ppm) for only 3 minutes

•Exposure to lethal concentrations of peracetic acid 
causes hemorrhage, edema, consolidation of the lungs

• National Research Council (US) Committee on Acute Exposure Guideline Levels.

• Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US); 2010.
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