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Emergency Preparedness 
What Hurricane Sandy Taught Us 



It’s Hurricane Season! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Released 4/15/2008. How many of you understand what is meant by “conditions for coverage”? CMS pays for almost 70% of all esrd treatments in the US. He who pays, makes the rules.



At last count, officials were attributing 97 deaths to Hurricane Sandy and its  
aftermath within a 65-mile radius of New York City, in an area that stretched  
across New York, New Jersey and Connecticut, from Burlington County in 
 New Jersey to Suffolk County on Long Island to North Salem, N.Y., in 
Westchester County 





HURRICANE SANDY ISSUES 
1.  Center closures: 

•Disaster plan implementation 
•Telephone tree communication sheet 

•Emergency Team Information 
•Dates of unit closed 

•MWF/TTS 
•Long Term 

•Alternate dates open 
•Hours of operation 

•Water System Capacity 
•Back wash, volume & quality 
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Presentation Notes

The facility and its staff must operate and furnish services in compliance with applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations pertaining to licensure and any other relevant health and safety requirements. 	




2.  Loss of Power 
•Emergency evacuation of patients 
•Hours center closed 

•Disinfections incomplete d/t power 
 outage 

•Discussion of culture results 
•Generator use and length of time on     
generator 
•Monitoring of generator operation 
•Refueling schedule & availability 
•Road access 

 



 3.  Alternate Patient Schedule 
 Copy of Dialysis orders distributed to pts 

 3 Day Diet plans 
 OEM & FEMA Info 
 Telephone lists –MD, FA, CNM, SW, RD 

 Diversion of Patients- 
 Include Grid of patient schedule for DOH reporting 

 Transportation issues for patients 
 Note all patients unable to treat due to transportation 

 Number of un-reachable patients 
 Maintain a log of call time, pt & follow up 

 Hospitalizations d/t center closure 
 NYPORT reporting 

 Missed treatments 
 Note all alternate actions 

 



 4.Missed Lab draws 
 Any labs not sent out d/t hurricane and 

transportation issues 
 Stat Lab use for K levels 
 Plans for redraws 
 Use of back up hospital labs for cultures 

 



5.Teammate Schedule changes 
 Assistance from out of state teammates 

Determination of licensing allowance (NJ/PA/NY) 

 Who and what coverage dates 
 Teammates sent to assist patient care at other 

center 
 Number of unaccounted for teammates 
 Alternate teammate hours d/t closure  

 



 6. Reuse-Suspended (if applicable) 
 Date suspended 

MD order for alternate dry pack 
Suspension was based on water availability 
AAMI standards 

 Plan to resume 
Based on Equipment Integrity Verifications 

 



 7. Inventory 
 Address any supply/medication issues d/t storm 
 Delivery access 

Receiving bays flooded 

 Road closures 

 



 8. Biomed 
 Culture results on any power outage timeframes 
 Resuming machine maintenance 
 Culture results upon normal operation 

 







OCEAN COUNTY NJ 



MIDDLESEX COUNTY 11/01/12 



Our Dialysis Unit the day after 10/31/12 



MY HOUSE 10/30/12 



MY SONS AND FRIEND HELPING WITH CLEANUP 
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